Ascent Classical Academy of Grand
Junction

8th Grade Summer Reading Assignment

All incoming 8th grade students will come to the first day of school having read the
selected summer reading text. Summer is a great opportunity for students to
leisurely read a story (or many stories!).

8th grade students will read and annotate the following text:

e A Separate Peace by John Knowles

o ISBN 978-0743253970

Assignment: Students will be expected to take reading notes and annotate the text.
Notes and annotations will be due on Friday, August 21 upon returning to school.
Students will discuss the text and prepare an essay during the first weeks of the
school year.

Reading notes

The following recommendations will help you remember/be able to review the
characters, plot, and any questions you had as you read. You can use a notebook (if
so, make sure to bring it to school!), the back of the book itself, page margins, or
blank spaces at the beginning /end of chapters.

1. Take note when a new character is introduced or when you learn
something new about a main character. By the end of reading each book,
you should have a list of the main characters and some of their personal
qualities, actions, and relationships throughout the story.

2. At the end of each chapter, summarize the important events of that
chapter in bullet points. This way you can review your summaries before
the first week of school and be prepared for the question: "what happened
in this book?"



3. Write down any questions you have about each chapter. These may be
comprehension/clarification questions about the situations and
characters, or "should" questions about the character's decisions and
actions.

4. Circle or underline unfamiliar vocabulary. Define words as you read.

These notes should not take you much extra time to jot down and will form the
groundwork for our in-class discussions.



